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ISLE OF WIGHT COUNTY WILLS. 



(Contributed by R. S. Thomas.) 



WILL OF JOHN MOON. 

Moon was a Burgess in 1639, 1652, 1654. 

In the name of God. Amen. I Captain John Moon of the 
Isle of Wight County in Virginia and Born at Berry near Gos- 
port in ye parish of Stoak in Hampshire in England, being in 
Health and good Memory (praised be God for it) do make this 
my last Will & Testament in manner as followeth. 

O Lord I have waited for thy Salvation and now O Lord into 
thy hands I commit my Soul or Spirit, for thou hast Redeemed 
it O Lord thou God of Truth and my Body unto ye Earth to be 
Interred in decent manner, being fully assured of its Resurr'ction 
and reuniting of it together again in that great Day of Gods 
power. And all my Worldly Goods I Give & Bequeath as is 
hereafter expressed. 

Imprimis. I give and Bequeath unto my loving & well be- 
loved Wife Prudance Moon (my Debts being paid) one fourth 
part of all my Movable Estate (that is to say) the same to be 
equally divided between my Wife and my three Daughters Sara, 
Susanna & Mary Moon, and for my Land & Houses I dispose 
of as followeth. I give and Bequeath unto my oldest Daughter 
Sara Moon and to her Heirs of her Body lawfully begotten for 
ever, my dwelling House now named Bethlahem, with all of 
Land & Houses from Pagan Creek, and joining upon Henry 
Watts' s Land unto ye Easterly side of the Reedy Swamp and to 
the mouth of ye Creek by the dwelling House. And unto my 
Second Daughter Susanna Moon I Give & Bequeath all the Land 
& Houses from the Reedy Swamp to the Westerly Side of the 
Land that Samuel Nickols now livith upon, on the Easterly side 
of Bethloham Creek that land now named Bethsaida to belong to 
her the said Susanna and to the Heirs of her Body lawfully be- 
gotten forever. And to my Daughter Mary Moon I Give and 
Bequeath all my Lands & Houses y* lyeth on Red Point side 



34 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

now named Bethany with that which Dennis Syllivant liveth 
upon and the Land belonging to the Poplar Neck that lyeth by 
the King of all places all which to belong to the Said Mary and 
to the heirs of her Body lawfully begotten forever. Now my 
Intent and Will is that if my Daughter Sara depart this Life 
without Heirs as above said that then Bethlehem her Inheritance 
shall belong to my Daughter Susanna Moon & her Heirs as 
above s d forever and that then half Bethsaida which is my 
Daughter Susanna's Inheritance shall belong to my Daughter 
Mary and her Heirs as above s d forever and half Sarah's Move- 
ables. Allso my Intent & Will is that if Susanna depart this 
Life without Heir as above s d before Sarah or Mary that then 
her Inheritance belong wholly to Mary Moon & her Heirs as 
above s d for ever. As also if Mary depart this life without Heir 
as above s a before Sarah or Susanna Moon that then her Inheri- 
tance to belong wholy unto Sussanna Moon & her Heirs as above 
s d forever. 

And also if Sarah Moon & Susanna Moon depart this Life 
without Heirs as above s d that then both of their Inheritances are 
to belong unto Sarah & her Heirs as above s d for ever & so 
accordingly & all other things here in giving & bequeathed my 
Intent & Will is that it shall belong unto the Survivour of them 
& her Heirs as above s d accordingly forever. And also my In- 
tent & Will is that my loving wife Prudence Moon shall be in & 
abide & dwell in my now dwelling House called Bathlehem 
House, with my Daughter Sarah Moon or Susannah Moon or 
Mary Moon or either their Heirs for and during the Widowhood 
of my well beloved Wife after my Decease as also so much land 
as is necessary for her own particular use for planting & pasture 
during the time above s". And for my Children I charge you all 
before God & the Lord Jesus Christ who shall judge the Quick 
& the Dead that you demean yourselves loving, obedient, com- 
fortable unto your Mother all the days of her Life. And I 
charge you my beloved Wife that you provoke not your Children 
to Wrath lest they be discouraged, but bring them up in the nur- 
ture & Admonition of the Lord & live peaceably and lovingly 
together, and the God of Love & Peace will be with you ; and 
the Lord direct your ways in all things & make you all to In- 
crease & Abound in Love one towards another & towards all 
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men, and Stablish your Hearts unblamable in Holiness before 
God even our Father at ye coming of our Lord Jesus X' with all 
his Saints. And my Will is that my Brew House & Land be- 
longing to it at James Town be Sold toward ye payment of my 
debts. Allso there is a Certificate already granted for Seven 
Hundred acres of Land and Rights for two Hundred more, 
which nine Hundred Acres of Land my Will is that it Should 
be taken up in Some convenient place, and when it is taken up 
I Give & Bequeath three Hundred Acres of it unto my Wife 
Prudence Moon & her Heirs for ever, and the other Six Hun- 
dred Acres to be equaly divided between my three Daughters, 
Sarah, Susannah & Mary Moon & their Heirs for ever in man- 
ner & form as those other Inheritances afore s a is expressed. 
Also I Give & Bequeath unto Joan Garland, my wive's daugh- 
ter, four female Cattle & two Hogsheads of Tobacco to be de- 
livered if She be living or to her Child if living the year after 
my Decease. Also I give & bequeath unto William Wilson, 
my wive's Son, two female Cattle & two Hogsheads of Tobacca 
to be delivered if he be living the Year after my Decease. Also 
I give & bequeath unto Peter Garland, my wive's Son in Law, 
one Hogshead of Tobacco the produce whereof to be laid out 
in plate & kept in Rememberance of me & if living the Tobacco 
to be delivered as above s a . And further for my Land in Eng- 
land lying at Berry and Alverstoak in Hampshire near Gosport 
& Portsmouth the which when I was last in England I mortgaged 
unto Mr. Owen Jennings of Portsmouth for Two Hundred Pound 
Sterling Money, my Will is that if you cannot redeem it that 
then it be sold outright & the money to be equaly divided be- 
tween my three Daughters, Sarah, Susanna & Mary Moon in 
manner as is afore Said, only Ten pound Sterling of the Money 
that it is Sold for I give & bequeath unto the poor of Berry 
Five pounds of it, and the other Five pounds I give unto ye 
poor of Alverstoak, which Money is to be delivered into Ye 
Hands of ye Overseers for the poor in each place, to remain for 
a stock for ye poor to lett out, & the Interest thereof to be given 
to the poor in each place yearly. Also there is due to me Seven 
pounds odd Money from Mr. Jennings which he being my Attor- 
ney received for me for Rent due before ye morgaged took 
place & three Rundletts of Tobacco of about a Hundred pound 
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weight that I left with him to Sell for my use, but I have not 
received anything from him Since, this also to be divided as 
above S a . Also I give & bequeath four female Cattle to remain 
for a Stock for ever for poor Fatherless Children that hath noth- 
ing left them to bring them up, & for Old People past their 
Labour, or Lame people that are destitute in the lower parish of 
the Isle of Wight County; the female from time to time to be 
disposed to those that do keep such persons to have the milk, 
Provided that those that have them be careful of those they 
receive & ot their increase; My Will is that all the female in- 
crease from time to time be & remain for a stock for their use, 
& the Male Cattle & old Cows to be disposed of for Clothing & 
Schooling & the like necessaries for such persons in Condition 
as is before expressed, & the Overseers of Poor with Consent 
of my Children from time to time are to see this my Will in this 
particular realy performed as it is in my Will expressed and not 
other ways. 

Recordatur 12° Augusti, 1655. 

Examined & truly Transcribed. 

Teste. Jas. Baker, C C ur . 



THE WILL OF CAPTAIN JOHN UPTON. 

Upton was a justice of the peace for Isle of Wight county in 
1627, 1631-2, Burgess 1630, 1632-3, 1639, 1645, 1647, and Mas- 
ter of the Mint 1645. 

In the name of God, Amen. I, Capt. John Upton, of the 
Isle of Wight County in Virginia, Gent, being sick of Body but 
in perfect memory, do ordain this as my last will and Testament 
in manner and form as followeth (that is to say), first I commit 
my Body to the Earth from whence it came, to be decently In- 
terred at the discreesion of my executrix hereinafter in these 
presents mentioned, and my soul to God hoping for salvation 
through the merits of my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and for 
such worldly goods as God in his mercy hath bestowed upon me 
I bequeath and Devise in manner & form following: Imprimis. 
Item. I give, Devise and bequethe unto my eldest son John 
Upton all that Tract of land being part of it in the Tenure of 
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John King, James Bagnall and Nicholas Morris containing in the 
whole Eight Hundred and Fifty acres of Land, and if the said 
John Upton dies before he comes to be the age of one and 
Twenty years then I give and bequeath the said Land unto Wil- 
liam, Elizabeth, Sarah & Margaret Underwood to be devided as 
followeth (viz) Elizabeth, Sarah & Margaret Underwood each of 
them a Hundred acres, and the remainder to William Underwood. 
Item. I give and bequeath unto my said son one mare fole, and 
one cow with calf, being upon the probate of my will sett apart 
for him with their Increase, And if it shall happen that my said 
son dies before the age of one and twenty then the said mare 
fole and cow with their increase to be equally shared amongst my 
Daughters in Law, Elizabeth, Sarah and Margaret Underwood. 
Item. I give and bequeath unto William Underwood, Elizabeth, 
Sarah and Margaret Underwood, that tract or parcel of Land 
running upon this side of the Threshet near Ambrose Bennett's 
containing fifteen hundred acres of Land except and allways re- 
served out of this land Three Hundred acres which Mr. Robert 
Bracewell hath. I give and bequeath unto William, Elizabeth, 
Sarah & Margaret Underwood, all my land at Rappahannock or 
what shall be hereafter made good upon my rights they to be 
possest with it after my wife's decease. And for the rest of my 
estate, goods, chattels, servants, household stuff, Lands, Tene- 
ments, hereditaments whatsoever here in Virginia or elsewhere, 
after my debts, legacies and funeral rights paid & discharged, I 
give, Devise, and bequeath the same unto my very Loveing and 
Wellbeloved Wife Margaret Upton, whom I constitute, ordain, 
and make sole executrix of this my last Will and Testament. 
And I also hereby desire and make my Loveing friends Maj. 
George Fawdon, William Underwood and James Taylor Clark, 
my overseers, desiring them to see this my will performed. 
Likewise I give and ordain my Executrix to give each of my 
overseers a ring of Twenty shillings sterling price. Likewise 
ordain Ann Williamson, the wife of James Williamson, to be 
equal shares in my land at Rappahannock with the above named. 
Item. I give unto Elizabeth Underwood one pillion & pillion 
cloth to be delivered at her day of marriage. Further more I 
do by these presents revoke all former wills by me made except 
this my Last Will. In Witness, I the said Capt. John Upton, 
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have hereunto set my and seal this sixteenth day of Janu- 
ary Anno Domini. 

It is to be understood that what land I have formerly disposed 
of in that tract of fifteen Hundred acres upon the property Am- 
brose Bennett's is to rest upon condition, and the remainder 
Divided as is before provided. 

Signed, John Upton, Sign'. 

Sealed & signed in the presence of us, 
John X Gallins, mark, James Tayler. 

This will was proved in court on the 16th of December, anno 
1652, by oaths of William Underwood & Edward Skinner. Re- 
corded 16 December, 1652. 

Examined & Truly Transcribed. 

Teste Jas. Baker, CI. C". 



THE WILL OF JOHN BENNETT. 

(Will Books, p. 61.) 

In the name of God, Amen. I John Bennett being very sick 
and weak tho' in my propper senses makeing this my last will 
and testament. 

Item. I give and bequeathe to mv eldest son, John Bennett, 
such a part of my land divided by a line running from a Beach on 
the swamp up the orchard, and so to a pine standing by Sarah 
Marton' s. I likewise give him five pounds in cash. I give and be- 
queathe to my second son William Bennett the other part of my 
land whereon the house stands and I also give him five pounds 
in cash. 

It is my desire that my beloved wife Sarah Bennit have pos- 
session of every thing during her widowhood; if she marreys 
again shall be disinherited of all but her thirds and all the negroes, 
stocks and everything else except the land, be equally devided 
between my four sons and two daughters: James Bennet, Jesse 
Bennet, Thomas Bennet, and Edmund Bennet, Martha Bennet 
& Lucy Bennet, &c. October the 4, one thousand seven Hun- 
dred and seventy. 

Signed. John Bennett | his mark. 

Probated December 6th, 1770. 
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The estate was appraised January 29th, 177 1, showing it had 
six negroes, ^31. 3. 11. in cash, two horses, seven cows "2 
calves," four steers, se%'enteen sheep, five sows, twenty-four 
pigs, eight shoats, &c. 

[In Will Book 8, page 492, there is the following letter of 
William Bennet duly recorded.] 

Portsmouth, Sep' 28th, 1776. 
Dear Brother: these lines comes hoping to find you in good 
health as I am at present & thank be to God for it. This day 
it is supposed we shall imbark in order to sail to New York. 
Brother Jessee is well & in tolerable good health at present & 
he has inlisted for three years, he is to receive ten Dollars County 
Money & that unbeknowing to me he did inlist & if it please God 
I shall return again at the end of eighteen months & if I never 
should return I desire that every thing I have should be equally 
divided amongst the three brothers & two sisters their names are 
James, Thomas & Edmund, patty Dobbs & Lucy Stephens. I 
have nothing more at present to acquaint you with but that you 
accept of my good will to you & the rest and p'rmit to subscribe 
myself your loving brother, 

William Bennet. 

N. B. The note of hand that John Leonard gave me I have 
sent to you by Richard Hardy. 

Returned unto the Court of Isle of Wight County, June 4th, 
1778, & ordered to be recorded. 

Teste Nathaniel Burwell, CI. Cur. 



THE WILL OF TIMOTHY FERN. 

In the name of God, Amen. I, Timothy Fern being week in 
body but perfect in sence & memory, do make this my last Will 
and Testament. Imprimis. I bequeath my soul to God, my 
Saviour Jesus Christ and my body to the Earth to be buried in 
Christian Burial. Item. I give and Bequeath unto my oldest 
son Two Hundred acres of Land whereon I now live, and One 
Hundred acres of the same land I give and bequeath unto my 
youngest son, my wife having the use of all the s" three Hun- 
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dred acres of Land untill my sons come to perfect age, and if in 
case my eldest son should die before he comes to age, that then 
my Will is that One Hundred acres of the said land so given 
shall return unto my wife, and the other Hundred unto my 
daughter. And. as for my land in Rappahannock if I enjoy it, 
I give it to my three children equally to be devided between 
them. Item. I give and Bequeath unto my wife four cows, and 
all my male Cattle only one Stear for my funeral. Item. I give 
and bequeath all my young female unto my three children equally 
to be devided amongst them. Item. I give unto my daughter 
one feather bed, and as for all the rest of my goods and chattels 
I give unto my wife making her my whole Execu* desiring my 
loving friends Daniel Boucher & John Manger to be my over- 
seers of this my will and Testament. Witness my hand this last 
of January, 1651. 

Timothy X Fern. 
mark 
Signed & delivered in the presence of, 

George X Gethe, 

mark 
Thomas X Dickson. 

mark 

Note by R. S. T. 

The last male descendant of this family that I know of was 
Meacham Fern who died at Fernsville (an old and well known 
seat in this county), in perhaps, 1833. The inventory and ap- 
praisement of his property was returned to our County Court on 
May 9th, 1833. His personal estate was assessed at $9,715.09 
and the first item of his inventory is "gold and silver in his 
house," $583.40. He had ten slaves and it is curious to note 
the very low figures at which they were valued, as Randall, Sr. , 
$200.00, Randall, Jr., $300.00, Everell, $350.00, Dick, $300.00, 
Ned Parker, $350.00, Julia, $320.00, &c. 

James Young, son of Francis Young and Elizabath Bennett, 
married Lucy Fearn. Their children were: 

(1) John, married Fannie Bidgood, whose mother was a 
West. 

(2) James, married Lucy Ann Butler, and had a son, Wil- 
liam, who died young. 
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(3) Elizabeth, married George Cobb, of Southampton, and 
died young - , leaving two children, Louisa and James, both of 
whom died unmarried. 

(4) Sally Nelson, married George Cobb after her sister's death, 
and had two daughters, Elizabeth, married Lewis E. Mason, son 
of John Y. Mason; and died without children and George Anna, 
died unmarried. 



THE WILL OF ROGER BAGNALL. 

The last will and Testament of Roger Bagnall being very sick 
of body but in his perfect sense and memory thanks be to God. 
I bequeath my body to the ground and my soul unto God that 
gave it. I give and Bequeath unto my wife Rebecca Bagnall 
two cows and two Heifers of two years old a peice and two Year- 
ling Heifers, and that the aforesaid Rebecca do make good for 
the use of the children (if the estate will hold out) one yearling 
Heifer a peice unto each of my children one to be delivered, or 
to run for their use from the first day of April which shall be in 
the year 1649. I do further Bequeath unto my wife Rebecca 
Bagnall all my goods, Household Stuff and whatever doth belong 
unto the said Roger Bagnall, as crops of corn or Tobacco or 
Hogs, Land and plantation likewise untill my son James Bag- 
nall shall be a lawful Heir himself. And likewise whatever 
Debts, Bills or accounts that is by Bill or Account due unto me I 
here give and Bequeath them unto my wife. Item. I give and 
Bequeath unto my son James Bagnall when he is of age to en- 
joy it the Plantation I now live on unto the said James and his 
heirs forever with all the Housing and priviledge thereunto be- 
longing. And unto this my last will Testament I have hereunto 
set my hand this 19th day of October, 1647. 

Roger X Bagnall. 
mark 
Signed in the presence of, 

Joseph Weeks, 
Charles Stewart. 

Notes by R. S. T. — James Bagnall the son, and George 
Fawdon were members af the House of Burgesses from Isle of 
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Wight in 1646. The last male descendents of this family were 
Henry Bagnall and Wiley G. Bagnall, both of whom died during 
the late war ' ' between the States. ' ' 

Henry Bagnall lived on James River at what is now called 
Godwin's Point, & Wiley G. lived below Carrollton at the farm 
now owned by J. W. Jordan. 



JOURNAL OF JOHN BARNWELL. 



(Errata, page 392, Vol. V, Feb'ry 14 should be Feb'y 4; page 395, 
ditto, July 30th should be Jan'y 30th.) 



From my camp on y' South Side of Pamplico 15 miles above 

Bathtown, Feb'ry 25, 1711-12. 
May it please yo r Hon' 

No doubt but you admire that in all this time you hear no 
news of Major Gale who I'm afraid is either cast away or taken, 
for this government did not know one word of me untill I brought 
the news myself, and accordingly no provision made for us. 
* * [Here unfortunately the MS. is lost for several pages. ] 

The broken MS. begins thus: 

Amends for his wounds. The Indians being more dextrous 
than us at taking slaves and be sure send him back for I hope 
by that time he will be fitt for service, if you order * * will be 
great encouragement to the rest of my men. I can't forget to 
recommend ye miserable condition of 300 widows & orphans that 
are here without provision or clothing and ill used * * by the 
dire effects of the barbarous enemy's rage. I cannot mention 
this without tears and humbly beg the Assembly & y' Hon' to 
commiserate their deplorable case, they are willing upon any 
Terms to transport anywhere for Relief. I heartily congratulate 
yo r Hon' for the continued successes of the prosperous arms of 
South Carolina. 

I am yo' Hon" most humble serv't, 

John Barnwell. 



